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September 17, 2020 marked 
the 30th anniversary of the opening of  

Aldersgate Children’s Center.   

This issue of the Gatepost is dedicated to the 
hundreds of children, their families and the 

dozens of teachers who have filled  
the buildings and grounds of  

Aldersgate United Methodist Church with 
learning, joy, laughter, fun and love. 

Special thanks to all of the 

former pastors of Aldersgate 

UMC and former directors of 

Aldersgate Children’s Center 

who submitted greetings and 

memories for this publication.  

Thank you too to the parents 

who shared their memories. 

Gail Kendall, Editor 
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Aldersgate Post, June 11, 1990 
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Al Waterson and a wee lad 

Aldersgate Post, September 24, 1990 

Rev. Allan F. Waterson,  

Aldersgate Pastor, 1985-2000 
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Rev. Debbie Gara (One of first two teachers) 

 

Aldersgate Children’s Center was an extremely 
significant part of my life from its beginning until 2004 
when I moved away.  
 

What an honor it was to be a part of the 
original ‘dream team’. I think there were only 
5 of us, including Rev. Al and Helen 
Waterson.  We met for many months and 
created the plan to put it all together. We 
worked very hard. I was in charge of licensing. 
Along the way I realized I felt called to be one 
of the initial teachers.  
 

We opened our doors with a Director and two 
teachers, Robyn Belles and me. The current 
Church Administration/Children’s Center 
building was not yet built.  

 

Oh, how we grew and grew, adding the 
building, the playgrounds, and eventually 
infant care and after school care.  

 

I taught or was involved in one way or another, also 
serving on the church staff and going to seminary in 

the early years. Too many memories to name. I was 
always so proud to be a part of such a quality 
children’s center that prioritized the needs of children 
with care and attention over income, also seeking to 
meet the needs of community families, with a 
Christian emphasis.  

 

I am forever grateful for this wonderful place that 
taught me so much as I was defining my Ministry with 
an emphasis in Children, and the many lives that 
continue to be touched and nurtured with quality 
care and learning. 

 

Rev. Debbie (Fiske) Gara 

On Children’s Center Staff 1990-1997 

Transitioned to Church Staff Associate Pastor  

1997- 2004 
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Bonnie Piazza 

On staff  1991—2007, 

Served as Director 1994-2007 

 
Greetings Aldersgate Family, 

I do not know where to begin. I am flooded with 

memories of my time at Aldersgate. There are so 

many people that made that time special; Al & Helen 

Waterson, Claire Bell, Debbie Gara, Gail Kendall, H. 

Hanson, Barbara Bishop, Bruce Hallenbeck, Fran 

Laster, Barry Brummet, Robyn Belles, and many, 

many more. There are lifelong friends I have made, 

like Kim Gardner, Samantha (Baker) Reeves, Nicole 

Hink. There are teachers who started as Assistant 

Teachers who are now in leadership positions; Jamie 

Phillips, Cyndi McCormick, Cheri Payne and others. 

There are families and students with whom I remain 

in contact. I love watching their lives develop. And 

sadly, some of those dearly loved children have 

passed away. This is the short list of people who 

impacted my life. 

I mention these people because to me that is what 

Aldersgate has always represented – relationships. As 

part of the congregation I witnessed that too. 

Members would come and go during their life 

seasons, but it was the perfect place to be at that 

time. And during my season I witnessed a 

congregation who loved the Children’s Center. 

Here is a list of perfect memories I will NEVER forget. 

Wednesday Night Dinners, Spring Sings and Christmas 

Programs (couldn’t have done it without H. Hanson 

and Doug Bell), Room 9, Playground group build 

renovations, the Sunday Al sat on the steps and told 

everyone we wanted to bring Middle School children 

to our campus but needed a van. His pockets were 

stuffed after that service with checks. Thanksgiving 

Feasts, The Hazel Years, our wonderful surrogate 

Grandparents (Grandpa Norm, Gramma Fran, 

Gramma Betty/Grandpa Gerald, Gramma Sara), 

Growing the program to provide for Infants and 

Toddlers and School Age children, Camp Aldersgate, 

Teacher Appreciation Weeks, school pets (especially 

the rabbits), the time my own children were blessed 

by being there. 

I am proud to say that our Cal-Pac Conference viewed 

us as the model program. I had the opportunity to 

share the Aldersgate model with many, many 

churches that have preschools in our Conference. I 

was always, as Al would say, sinfully proud of the 

Children’s Center. 

Blessings on another 30 years! 

Bonnie Piazza 

Former Director 1991-2007 



Page 6  

Jackie Kush 

On staff  1996—2018, 

Served as Director 2007-2018 

 
This month we are celebrating the Children’s Center 
30th Anniversary! It was the vision of Pastor Al 
Waterson to provide a loving and nurturing 
environment where children could learn they are a 
child of God and where loving teachers can fulfill 
God’s work in ministry to children. 
I am truly blessed to have worked at the Children’s 
Center for 22 years.  
 
My years working in the Preschool and Pre-
Kindergarten classrooms were enjoyable, greeting the 
children and their parents each day, receiving hugs 
and beautiful art created by the children.  I will 
always be grateful for the opportunity to observe 
them play and catching a glimpse of their spiritual 
growth and development.   
 
My years as Assistant Director and Director were a 
pleasure and blessing.  Over the 11 years as Director, 
I was fortunate to work with wonderful and creative 
staff who helped make the Children’s Center special 
with their love and dedication.   
 
We are grateful for past leadership…30 years ago the 
Children’s Center began in Room 2 of the Education 
Building with Debbie (Fiske) Gara and Robyn Belles as 
teachers.  In 1991, Robyn researched and opened the 
Infant/Toddler Program.  The first student was 

Robyn’s 
granddaughter, 
JaLeigh.  Robyn was 

soon promoted to Assistant Director, continuing on 
staff for 14 years. Kim Gardner served on staff for a 
total of 11 years, becoming the Children’s Center 
Director in 1994.  Bonnie Piazza was on staff for 16 
years, serving as Children’s Center Director for 13 
years of those years. During her tenure the Infant/
Toddler and School Age Programs were created. 
 
The current Children’s Center Director is Cheyenne 
Cazares.  She continues to inspire the staff to reach 
greater depths and to tap into their creativity. 
Cheyenne loves this ministry and loves all God’s 
children.  Jaime Phillips, the current Assistant Director 
has been on staff for 26 years!  Thank you, Jaime for 
your years of service. 
 
I will treasure knowing that over the years, children in 
this Christian community are affirmed as precious and 
gifted children of a loving God.  Thank you to the 
parents for choosing to entrust your precious children 
in our care for 30 years.  
 

Jackie Kush, Former Director  

1996-2018 
 

Jaime Phillips & Jackie Kush 
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This poem was written by Samantha Baker (Ms. 

Sam) in celebration of the Children’s Center 20th 

Anniversary.   

 

On a Sunday morning in September of 1959, 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church held its first 

service.  Since that day the church has seen many 

changes and immeasurable growth under the guided 

hands of many. 

 

But it was the vision of one man that would change 

Aldersgate forever. 

 

Pastor Al Waterson dreamed of a place on this 

campus where the sound of children’s laughter 

would be heard 

 

Where the spirit of the Lord would be felt throughout 

the halls 

 

Where loving teachers fulfilled God’s work in 

ministry to children 

 

And so… 

Aldersgate Children’s Center opened its doors in 

September 1990. 

 

Since that day, hundreds of children have walked 

these halls 

 with hundreds more sure to come 

Ms. Samantha (Baker) Reeves & 

friends 
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Rev. Greg Batson 
Aldersgate Pastor 

2009-2013 
 

Congratulations to Aldersgate Childrens Center for 30 years of ministry! I 
came to AUMC in 2004, following Debbie Gara and the awesome Children’s 
Ministry she had established with the Children’s Center. I loved going into 
the classrooms weekly to do “Spirit Time,” where I would read a book and 
talk with the children about God. One of my most cherished memories 
happened on a morning when I was walking outside the Children’s Center 
Office, where a mother and her child were inside talking with Ms. Jackie.  It 
was reported to me that the little girl spotted me walking by and said:  
“Mommy, look! There goes God!” That was an insight into how the 
interactions with the children every day at the Center reflected and modeled 
God’s love.  

Rev. Linda Robison 
Aldersgate  

Associate Pastor 
2004-2009 

Praying with Pastor Greg 

Congratulations on the 30th Anniversary of the Aldersgate Children's Center! This ministry always brought 
joy to my heart during my time as Senior Pastor (2009-2013). Our youngest son Wesley attended Pre-K at the 
Children's Center, and both Dan and Wes participated in the after-school program. Mrs. Jackie Kush and the 
entire staff always made the happiness of the children their top priority, as evidenced by the sound of joy 
from the playground right outside my office window. Chapel time, reading to each of the classes, and 
greeting the families were highlights.  I am grateful for the ministry of the Children's Center and pray that it 
continues for 30 more years and beyond. The entire Batson Family - Tania, Tom, Dan, Wes and I - send our 
love,  

Pastor Greg  



Page 9  

Congratulations on a wonderful Children's Center Anniversary! I fondly waved to 
the precious children daily...what a greeting to go to "work."  

One of my most VIVID memories was during one of the "Children's Worship" 
times, when all the children came into the sanctuary and we held a very brief 
worship. This was a little over ten years ago, so technology was a little different--
but not much. For some reason in my "message" I was playing various "sounds" 
on my phone and asking the children what it was. We went back and forth for 
maybe 4 to 5 sounds, then I played a sound NONE of them recognized. I played it 
several times--no hands raised. The sound was of a "door bell," that is, "ding 
dong." None of the kids HAD a "door bell" sound on their door bells at home! 
When I asked what happened when someone rang the doorbell, each started 
singing a different SONG!  

Love, Peace, Joy, Carolyn 

Rev. Carolyn Bohler 

Aldersgate Pastor 

2003-2008 

Classroom fun 

Grandpa Norm 
&  

friends 

All Lined up...and no place to go 

Helen  Waterson & friend 



Rev Karin Ellis 

Aldersgate Associate Pastor 

2009-2018 

Ms. Pat 

Music and Motion 

Page 10  



Page  11  

Groundbreaking for new Administration/Children’s 

Center Wing 
Claire Bell  

First  ACC Executive Board Chair 

Robyn Belles 

One of the two   

Opening class teachers 

Back Playyard Plaque 

Early Classroom 
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Prepping Infant/Toddler 

Yard 

Early Version Infant/Toddler Yard 

Early Version Fellowship Hall Yard 

Formerly Infant/ 

Toddler yard, now 

After School care Yard 

Fellowship Hall Yard 

and Climbing 

Structure 



Cheyenne Cazares 

On staff  2007—Current 

Director 2018-Current 

 

When I walked into the Aldersgate Children’s Center in 2007, I never for a 
minute thought that I would be in the position that I’m in now.  Absolute fate 
brought me to Aldersgate and my ACC story begins when I just happened to 
open a newspaper that was sitting on a table in the lounge at my prior job. 
Yes, a newspaper.  I saw a tiny ad that said, “Children’s Center hiring and a 
phone number.”  I called the number, came in for an interview, was hired and 
I’ve been here ever since.  The Children’s Center has given me so many 

wonderful memories filled with side splitting laughter and a ton of enjoyable moments.  ACC has also 
provided opportunities of learning and lifelong virtuous friendships.  I’ve likewise been tested, challenged 
and humbled.  When a school age child questions “how old are you?” never EVER say “how old do you think I 
am” Never! 

 

 What rings true about the Children’s Center is the solid advocacy for all aspects of children’s development.  I 
believe this mission derives from a standard set at groundbreaking and has been lovingly passed down ever 
since.  Many children have come and gone; all were loved.  As you can imagine, I could write a million 
amazing facts about what makes Aldersgate Children’s Center so special but one extremely important fact 
that comes to mind, is our teachers.  Most of our teachers have worked at Aldersgate for over ten year; 
that’s awesome!  It shows a true dedication and love for what they do.  A quality we all have as Early 
Childhood Educators - School Age teachers and staff -  is that we are all young at heart.  We remember when 
we were children and it shows in our compassion for the little ones that grace our classrooms each day. It’s 
inspiring to witness the persistent dedication to the children of Aldersgate, each child is heard and treasured.  

 

About a year and a half ago, I told my sister, (during one of our discussions) “give me all the challenges” just 
to be feisty.  Well, about four months ago she sent me a text, sarcastically asking “how are all the 

challenges?” with a  emoji plus an “oh no” face emoji.  Sisters!  With all of the challenges the 

Children’s Center has had to face lately, we are still going strong, we are ACC STRONG!  With the support of 
AUMC, parents and prayers, we are here adapting daily to our family’s needs.  I feel personally responsible to 
keep the Children’s Center’s spirit alive and with inspiration from our past Directors, teachers and children, I 
can say I’m really enthusiastic for the Children’s Center’s future.  One of my favorite quotes right now is “I 
am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship” from Louisa May Alcott, Little Women.  We are 
facing our storms and with God’s grace we are sailing through them.  I love the Children’s Center and I’m so 
blessed to be a part of this amazing community.    

 

Cheyenne Cazares 

Director 2018—Current 
 

Page 13  

Cheyenne, Director  and Jaime 

Phillips, Assistant Director 
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Waterson Family Memories 

 
“One of my favorite memories of my time at the Aldersgate Children’s Center was nap time because Miss 
Debbie (Gara) would lightly rub my back, which relaxed and put me right to sleep,” said Taylor William 
Waterson.  He is one of our four boys who spent their toddler years at the Children’s Center.  When I told our 
kids the Center is celebrating 30 successful years teaching and loving thousands of young children, they 
couldn’t believe it.    

 

Our first born son was turning two when the Children’s Center opened.  My in-laws, Al and Helen Waterson 
were members of the founding committee and they couldn’t wait for Todd and me to visit. As an educator 
myself, I toured with a bit of a critical eye and some concern as this was my first experience sending my son 
to preschool, in-laws involvement aside! 

 

Any worry I had disappeared as we met the kind, knowledgeable staff, and felt the loving, nurturing 
environment they created.  As we developed relationships with the Center’s staff we saw how they 
supported each child’s individuality, and told them they were loved and valued.  Our son’s teachers 
reassured us with any concerns we had as new parents to the preschool journey.  We felt loved and 
supported. 

 

It was very meaningful to Todd and me that the Children’s Center was an extension of the Church.  We 
cherished the enriching experiences and messages our children received through Chapel time, especially with 
their beloved grandparents.  

 

With our four sons now all young adults, I’ve been going 
through their childhood memory boxes.  The ones labeled 
Aldersgate Children Center were full of the teacher’s daily 
reports telling us what our boys ate, said, activities they 
participated in, who they played with and whether they 
napped.  I found Holiday and Spring Sing Programs and 
pictures.  Some of my favorite items are the handprint 
Thanksgiving placemats, Mother’s Day crafts, and Christmas 
ornaments, among other wonderful mementos. 

 

Todd and I are deeply grateful for what our family gained 
from the Aldersgate Children Center and for Al and Helen, 
who saw their dream to create a Center for young children 
to learn, feel accepted, have unbounded fun, solve 
problems, and be nurtured and loved, survive successfully 
for 30 years. As a vital part of the community, we wish the 
ACC 30 more wonderful years of caring for young children 
and their parents. 

 

Cheryl Waterson 
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Teacher 

Longevity 

Plaque 
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Patrick Hambly, attended Aldersgate Children’s Center (ACC) from 1 
year old until he started Kindergarten (1993-1997). While his family 
dynamics changed traumatically, ACC was the one place that provided 
consistency throughout these tumultuous times. His teachers loved on 
him and guided him with so much patience and also supported and 
guided me along the way. It was beautiful! I felt peace each time I 
dropped him off with his caretakers and went off to work. 

Patrick got to do so many crazy fun, textual activities that I would never 
have allowed on my watch! Bins with flour, paint all over the place, etc. 
He loved it. Heaven forbid I would forget to provide a second change of 
clothes on these days. 

It is such a joy to be on campus and celebrate 30 years of childcare by 
the Children’s Center. They continue to thrive with strong, loving and 
very capable leadership and with staff that really care about each of the 
children under their watch. 

It really does take a village to raise a child and my family has been doubly blessed to have experienced the 
care and support of Aldersgate Church and Aldersgate Children’s Center! 

Congratulations ACC! Well done and looking forward to celebrating your 50th! 

Maryann Thomas 

 

My sons Devon and Pierson Anderson  both attended the children’s center. 

Devon loved Ms Jackie and made friends that he still has today....17 years later. 

Pierson also made lasting friendships. 

Claire Rogers was his best friend and they remained friends up until her death last month. He attended 2005-

2006 

Leslie Anderson  
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Rev. Ken Suhr 
Aldersgate Lead Pastor 

2016-Current 
 

Happy 30th anniversary, Aldersgate 
Children’s Center!  When I was first 
appointed to Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church, I talked to a 
friend who lived in Tustin about my 
new church.  He told me that he 
didn’t know much about the 
church, but that our Aldersgate 
Children’s Center had an excellent 
reputation in the community, and 
that he sees the Children’s Center 
vans driving around all the time.  I 
was heartened to know that 
Aldersgate through its Children’s 
Center was positively engaged with 
the local community.  

During my first year at Aldersgate, I 
had the privilege of spending time 
with and having deep 
conversations with one of the 
founders of the Children’s Center, 
Helen Waterson.  She shared with 

me how quiet it was on the 
campus before the Children’s 
Center was here.  She prayed and 
heard the sound of children 
laughing and playing, and pursued 
this vision and dream. Through 
Helen Waterson’s vision, Rev. Al 
Waterson’s leadership, and the 
leadership of key people in the 
church at that time, the Children’s 
Center was not only birthed, but 
blessed to become a source of love 
and life for children and their 
families in Tustin.  In fact, everyone 
I meet who has been through (or 
sent their children through) our 
Children’s Center has nothing but 
fond memories and extreme 
gratitude for the foundation of 
love they experienced during those 
years.  

During my first year at Aldersgate, I 
also had a first-hand experience 
with the children during chapel 
times in the sanctuary, and I was 
always struck by the joy and 
excitement that exuded from the 
children as they chanted and 
prepared for chapel, “Chapel! 
Chapel! Chapel!...” I thought to 
myself, “I wish my church 
members would be that excited to 

come to church.” I soon 

realized that the joy and 
excitement of the children came 
directly from the love, care, and 
inspiration of the director and staff 
of the Children’s Center.  I was 
especially moved by the love, joy, 
and deep care for the children and 
their families that Jackie Kush, the 

Children’s Center director at the 
time, embodied through her 
leadership, diligence, prayers, and 
tears.   

During the recent pandemic when 
the Children’s Center had to close 
for a season, I finally understood 
and experienced what Helen 
Waterson shared with me. Yes, 
Helen, it was much too quiet, and I 
am so grateful that you, Rev. Al, all 
who have served on the board, all 
who have been on staff, and all the 
families who have been a part of 
the Children’s Center have created 
a generational family that 
continues to be blessed and bless 
our community and our world.  

For 30 years, the Aldersgate 
Children’s Center has been 
touched by God’s gracious hand to 
be a place where people of all ages 
experience the heart of God for 
their lives. May the Lord continue 
to touch our current director, 
Cheyenne Cazares, staff, and all the 
children and families in our 
Children’s Center today with God’s 
foundational and transforming 
love, and may all who have 
graduated from this place be a 
source of blessing and hope for our 
world!   

In celebration and hope, 

Rev. Ken Suhr  
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Congratulations 
Aldersgate 
Children’s Center 
on 30 years of 
ministry.  I love 
many things about 
our Children’s 
Center.  We have a 
great director.  
Thank you 
Cheyenne!  We 
have excellent staff 
who care deeply 
and teach 
thoughtfully.  We 
have supportive 
families, and we 
have wonderful 

children.  These children bring a smile to my face 
every time I see them on campus.  

I love doing ‘Spirit Time’ with the children, which is 
when I go into each classroom and share a story from 
the Bible.  And, of course, I love doing chapel time.  
Dancing with kids while we worship God is one of the 

greatest delights of my ministry. S peaking of chapel 
time, Birdie and Crockie (two puppets that the kids 
know well) want to express their congratulations to 
ACC as well! 

Every church I’ve served has had a preschool.  At 
some of these churches the relationship between the 
church and the preschool was weak.  The church 
founded the preschool, but over time the two entities 
grew further and further apart.  I’m so grateful that 
that hasn’t happened with us.  After 30 years, ACC is 
still a vital ministry of Aldersgate.  We are true 
partners who share a common purpose.  Our church 
staff and members support the mission of ACC, and, 
likewise, the staff of ACC support the mission of our 
church.  We know each other, and we work together 
to bless the families and children who live in our 
community.  What a special gift that is! 

I praise God for Aldersgate Children’s Center and pray 
that it will continue to flourish in the years to come. 

  

Rev. Tim Ellington 
Aldersgate Teaching Pastor 

2018-Current 
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Sunday Worship 
Schedule 

  * Online Worship at 9am via  
Facebook and Instagram* 

Christian Education for children through 5th 
grade at 10:15 am via Zoom. Call Church 

Office for details*  
* Online CONNECT  Worship at 11am via  

Facebook and Instagram* 

1201 Irvine Boulevard  *  Tustin CA  92780 

Phone: 714.544.3653  

E-mail: admin@aumctustin.org | www.aumctustin.org 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

A movement devoted to connecting, growing, and serving together— 

So Nobody Walks Alone! 

C O N N E C T I N G 

People with People 

People with God 

G R O W I N G 

People with People 

People with God 

S E R V I N G 

People with People 

People with God 

Aldersgate Inclusivity Statement 
We welcome and work for the full inclusion of all persons into the life and ministry of 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe all persons 
are created in the image of God.  We celebrate our diversity and recognize the sacred 
worth and dignity of all persons without regard to gender, race, age, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, family structure, economic status, or 
education. 

We proclaim this statement of welcome to all who have experienced the pain of exclusion 
and discrimination within the church.  We respect the differences that remain among us as 
we journey together in faith toward greater understanding. 

http://www.aumctustin.org

